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T
hese three term

s describe key 
attributes of a color. T

he hue is the 
n

am
e w

e give a color, such as “red.” 
T

he am
oun

t of lightn
ess or darkn

ess 
in

 a color is its value, for exam
ple a 

pin
k rose petal com

pared w
ith a 

dusky red clay brick. Saturation
 is 

the brightn
ess or in

ten
sity of a color, 

such as the in
ten

se blue of a peacock 
feather com

pared to a pale blue 
m

orn
in

g sky.
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C
olor in

 in
k or ton

er on
 the prin

ted 
page is refl

ective: light w
aves boun

ce 
off the in

k an
d travel in

to our eyes. 
C

olor on
 a fi

lm
 tran

sparen
cy or com

-
puter screen

 is projected an
d backlit: 

the light goes through the color to 
get to our eyes. T

his distin
ction

 be-
tw

een
 pigm

en
t an

d stain
ed glass is 

very im
portan

t w
hen

 discussin
g or 

selectin
g color.

Su
b
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c

t
iv

it
y

C
olor is very subjective. People see 

color differen
tly: on

e person
’s teal 

m
ight be an

other’s green
 or blue. 

T
he quality an

d am
oun

t of light can
 

dram
atically affect the perception

 of 
a color, as can

 a color’s proxim
ity to 

an
other color.

M
uch effort has gon

e in
to catalog-

in
g color accordin

g to n
um

erous 
system

s (such as Pan
ton

e an
d Toyo), 

w
hich help im

prove com
m

un
ication

 
about color in

 the w
orld of publish-

in
g an

d design
.

W
h

a
t

 is C
o

lo
r

?
W

hite light is actually m
ade up 

of a spectrum
 of color—

it in
cludes 

all the colors of the rain
bow

. T
he 

lizard w
e see as green

 absorbs all
the light rays except the green

 on
es, 

w
hich reflect back in

to our eyes.
T

he con
e cells in

 the retin
a detect 

colors, w
hile the rods perceive the 

brightn
ess of the colors.
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y

a satu
rated

 blu
e is fu

ll
an

d
 in

ten
se

th
e sam

e h
u

e, bu
t less 

satu
rated

 an
d

 th
u

s
m

ore m
u

ted
 an

d
 d

u
ll

a pu
re

red
 h

u
e

a tin
t is ligh

ter,
m

ore valu
e

a sh
ad

e is d
arker,

less valu
e
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C
ol

or
s:

gr
ee

n
 (

ye
ll

ow
+

bl
u

e)
, 

or
an

ge
 (

re
d

+
ye

ll
ow

),
 

an
d

 v
io

le
t 

(b
lu

e+
re

d
)

(d
as

h
ed

 g
ra

y 
tr

ia
n

gl
e)

.
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o
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C
ol

or
s:

op
po

si
te

 p
ai

rs
 o

n
 t

h
e 

w
h

ee
l c

on
ta

in
in

g 
th

e 
th

re
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pr
im

ar
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lo

rs
, 

fo
r 

ex
am

pl
e 

or
an

ge
 

an
d

 b
lu

e 
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n
ta

in
 

be
tw
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n

 t
h

em
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ed
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ll

ow
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n
d

 b
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e
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a 
se

ri
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 o
f 

gu
id

es
 t

o
 t

h
e 

b
as

ic
s 

o
f 

ty
p

o
gr

ap
h

y,
 c

o
lo

r,
 a

n
d

 

d
o

cu
m

en
t 

 d
es

ig
n

. O
ff

er
ed

 

as
 P

o
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ab
le

 D
o
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F
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s 
o

n
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b
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s 
W
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 s

it
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p
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n
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it
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o
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o
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 c
o

m
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w
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h
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Palm Size Press: Folding Instructions
You can print out the second page of this Adobe PDF file and fold and cut
according to the following instructions—then you'll have another addition 
to your little library of tips!

1. Start with the 8.5x11 
piece of paper you 
printed out.

2. Fold in half shortwise, 
printed side out.

3. Fold back one edge 
to the middle fold.

4. Fold back the other 
edge to the middle fold.

7. Holding each end, push to
the middle to open up where
you made the cut.

5. After unfolding the sheet, 
fold longwise, printed side out.

8. Push all the way in.

6. Refold shortwise, then use 
scissors to cut along the line 
marked here in bold.

9. Fold the left edge over to
create the cover. Now it is a book!

cut along this line,

but through the two layers 

of the folded paper


