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M
e

m
o

r
y
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o

lo
r

s
W

e all have a set of n
otion

s about 
w

hat certain
 colors m

ean
 or evoke. 

C
olor is subjective, but everyon

e 
thin

ks of a certain
 color if w

e say 
“fire en

gin
e” or “ban

an
a.” K

eep this 
in

 m
in

d w
hen

 design
in

g w
ith color 

—
a catalog of fi

n
e leather luggage 

w
ould probably n

ot call for sun
set 

reds an
d lim

e green
s, an

d a brochure 
for a H

aw
aiian

 vacation
 w

ould n
ot 

use m
uted ton

es of burgun
dy an

d 
hun

ter green
.

U
sin

g
 C

o
lo

r
 in

 D
e

sig
n

C
olors can

 be the fi
rst thin

g 
som

eon
e sees in

 your design
, before 

they in
spect the typography or read 

the text. Y
our choices can

 greatly 
affect the ton

e an
d m

essage of
your piece.

W
a

r
m

 a
n

d
 c

o
o

l
W

e m
ight be tem

pted to thin
k of 

experien
ce-based tem

perature as it 
applies to color: Fire is hot or w

arm
 

(red, oran
ge); w

ater or ice is cool 
(blue, w

hite). H
ow

ever, sin
ce fi

re can
 

be w
hite an

d w
ater can

 also be 
boilin

g hot, this an
alogy is n

ot 
perfect. T

he basic color w
heel has 

m
ore “w

arm
” colors than

 “cool” 
on

es, but the relative w
arm

th of a 
color depen

ds on
 the colors an

d the 
light in

 its proxim
ity.

C
o

m
p

le
m

e
n

t
 v

s. c
o

n
t

r
a

st
If you are usin

g several colors in
 

your design
, take n

ote of their 
relation

ship on
 a color w

heel. 
A

n
alogous colors (n

ext to each other 
on

 the w
heel) m

ight support each 
other better in

 a piece that n
eeds 

harm
on

y. A
 pair of com

plem
en

ts can
 

also be a good choice to liven
 up a 

design
—

they w
ill have a n

atural 
balan

ce, because every com
ple-

m
en

tary pair con
tain

s the three 
prim

aries. In
 either case, it is a good 

idea n
ot to m

ix colors of vastly 
differen

t saturation
, but useful to 

con
trast colors of differen

t value 
for zest.
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W

ha
te

ve
r 

yo
ur

 d
es

ig
n

, u
si

n
g 

le
ss

 
co

lo
r 

th
an

 m
or

e 
is

 u
su

al
ly

 a
 g

oo
d 

id
ea

. T
oo

 m
an

y 
co

lo
rs

 c
an

 d
is

tr
ac

t 
fr

om
 y

ou
r 

m
es

sa
ge

 b
y 

fo
rc

in
g 

yo
ur

 
re

ad
er

s 
to

 s
or

t 
th

ro
ug

h 
ea

ch
 c

ol
or

’s
 

m
em

or
y 

as
so

ci
at

io
n

s,
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
th

e 
va

ri
ou

s 
co

lo
r 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

s 
cr

ea
te

d.
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an
 r
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ff
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ag
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se

 it
 

w
it

h 
ca

ut
io

n
 a

s 
a 

se
co

n
d 

co
lo

r 
(w

it
h 

bl
ac

k)
, t

ho
ug

h,
 s

in
ce

 it
s 

ti
n

t 
is

 p
in

k,
 

w
hi

ch
 r

ea
ds

 a
s 

a 
di

ff
er

en
t 

hu
e.

 G
re

en
 

or
 b

lu
e 

ar
e 

ch
oi

ce
s 

th
at

 h
av

e 
m

or
e 

ve
rs

at
ili

ty
 a

s 
a 

se
co

n
d 

co
lo

r 
du

e 
to

 
th

ei
r 

m
or

e 
ha

rm
on

io
us

 t
in

ts
. I

f 
yo

u 
ar

e 
us

in
g 

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
s,

 in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

se
co

n
d 

co
lo

rs
 t

ha
t 

w
ou

ld
 m

ak
e 

a 
go

od
 d

uo
to

n
e 

ha
lf

to
n

e,
 s

uc
h 

as
 a

 
gr

ay
is

h 
bl

ue
, t

o 
re

al
ly

 g
iv

e 
yo

ur
 

pi
ct

ur
es

 s
om

e 
el

eg
an

ce
 a

n
d 

de
pt

h.
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 p
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ts

 

a 
se

ri
es

 o
f 

gu
id

es
 t

o
 t

h
e 

b
as

ic
s 

o
f 

ty
p

o
gr

ap
h

y,

co
lo

r,
 a

n
d

 d
o

cu
m

en
t 

 

d
es

ig
n

. O
ff

er
ed

 a
s 

P
D

F
 

fi
le

s 
o

n
 A

d
o

b
e’

s 
W

eb
 s

it
e,

 

th
es

e 
p

ri
n

t-
it

-y
o

u
rs

el
f 

b
o

o
k

le
ts

 c
o

m
e 

w
it

h
 e

as
y 

fo
ld

in
g 

in
st

ru
ct

io
n

s.
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le

 

li
b

ra
ry

 o
f 

ti
n

y 
ti

p
s!

P
A

L
M

  S
IZ

E
  P

R
E

S
S

A
ll of these blues can seem

 cool w
hen near w

arm
er 

colors such as red. W
hen together as above, the blue 

on the left appears coolest St
ill

 c
ol

or
fu

l, 
bu

t l
es

s 
no

is
y

C
ha
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A
 better alignm

ent of color and subject

A
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C
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entary

Inappropriate color choice
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T
hough leaves m

ay 
vary in color in 
nature, a stylized 
leaf “reads” better 
w

ith green
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Palm Size Press: Folding Instructions
You can print out the second page of this PDF file and fold and cut according 
to the following instructions—then you'll have another addition to your 
little library of tips!

1. Start with the 8.5x11 
piece of paper you 
printed out.

2. Fold in half shortwise, 
printed side out.

3. Fold back one edge 
to the middle fold.

4. Fold back the other 
edge to the middle fold.

7. Holding each end, push to
the middle to open up where
you made the cut.

5. After unfolding the sheet, 
fold longwise, printed side out.

8. Push all the way in.

6. Refold shortwise, then use 
scissors to cut along the line 
marked here in bold.

9. Fold the left edge over to
create the cover. Now it is a book!

cut along this line,

but through the two layers 

of the folded paper


